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FAMILY FUN
The town of Williams, “Gateway to the
Grand Canyon,” is just an hour’s drive from
the South Rim. Nestled in the world’s larg-
est stand of ponderosa pines, complete with
Western charm and Route 66 nostalgia,
nature and American history merge here.
While there, check out the Grand Canyon
Deer Farm, an ideal place for children to
interact with deer, pygmy goats, llamas,
monkeys, miniature donkeys and peacocks.
More of a thrill seeker? Head to “Bearizona”
and experience wildlife right from your ve-
hicle while driving three miles through the
black bear, American burro, big horn sheep,
dall sheep and bison enclosures.

Afterwards, hop aboard the Grand Canyon
Railway, which made its first journey to the
South Rim in 1901. Today you can enjoy this
vintage locomotive en route from Williams to
the captivating “Wonder of the World.” Many
tours are available, from South Rim day trips
with stunning views to overnight visits. Or get
your kids excited about the free Junior Rang-
er Program designed by the National Park
Service. By completing a list of requirements
that can be completed in a day, such as writ-
ing down observations, answering questions
about the park and writing poems, your child
can get sworn in as a Grand Canyon National
Park Junior Ranger.

With so many ways to explore the Grand
Canyon, your trip is sure to be memorable.

ADULT RECREATION
Consider the Grand Canyon your hiking para-
dise. With miles of caves, plus plenty of wilder-
ness and wildlife, the canyon offers unbeliev-
able hiking trails with wonderment around
every bend. From challenging switchbacks to
slender bridges, narrow tunnels to cascading
waterfalls, there are miles of paths to uncover.

For an exhilarating perspective of Arizona’s
best-known natural wonder, explore the can-
yon from the Colorado River. Whether you

choose a motorized or oar-powered rafting
trip, a half-day adventure or a two-week excur-
sion, splashing your way through mile-high red
rock walls will be an experience of a lifetime.

After trekking the canyon, you’ll need a 
place to put your feet up. El Tovar, just 20 
feet from the South Rim, offers awe-inspir-
ing views and will wow you with its original 
charm. This rustic lodge, founded in 1905 
and listed as a National Historic Landmark, 
is a destination all its own.

GRAND CANYON.
GRAND ADVENTURES.
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See the Grand Canyon like never before by rafting the
Colorado River during the beautiful spring season.

D E S T I N A T I O N

ARIZONA

T he Grand Canyon — Arizona’s most identifiable
landmark — is sure to take your breath away. It
spreads 277 miles across, stretches one mile

deep, and the wild Colorado River carves a winding
path southwest along its floor. Whether you’re on a
family vacation or an adult getaway, ideal springtime
weather and plenty of outlets for recreation and magi-
cal views are sure to make your journey unforgettable.
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One of the Natural Wonders, the Grand Canyon
offers some of the best hiking trails in the world.

The Grand Canyon Railway offers an unparalleled
guided tour to Grand Canyon National Park.

Find your next adventure at 866.349.4864
or at Arizonaguide.com.
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FUN AFTER THE GAME
After the home stretch, Arizona’s 
restaurants and nightlife are wait-
ing and ready to offer experiences 
for all tastes. From authentic Mexi-
can restaurants in Phoenix to fine 
dining in Scottsdale, it’s easy to find 

a restaurant that suits your palate. 
Sip on a prickly pear margarita, in-
dulge in Navajo fry bread and revel 
in the open-air atmosphere.  

After dinner, endless options 
await. Enjoy live music? Arizona 
has plenty of places where you can 

see the latest local talent, as well as 
major stages frequented by chart-
topping acts of all types. The Great-
er Phoenix area offers a wide array 
of venues, including large theaters 
and stadiums, as well as intimate 
blues bars and jazz lounges. 

RECOVERY TIME 
There may be no crying in base-
ball, but pampering is a must. Ari-
zona’s spas are some of the best in 
the world, offering visitors luxuri-
ous treatments in inspiring, un-
forgettable settings. From body 
wraps that make use of local in-
gredients to the latest treatments 
from around the world, no luxury 
is spared within the ultimate re-
laxation destinations of the Grand 
Canyon state. 

Lauded by publications like 
Conde Nast Traveler, Travel + 
Leisure and Zagat, Arizona’s spas 
vary greatly in setting and services. 
Whether you choose an Asian-
inspired setting filled with Zen 
fountains, a Spanish-style retreat 
featuringtraditional Mediterra-
nean treatments or something else 
entirely, it’s the ideal way to refresh 
and rejuvenate.  

SHOP AROUND
Win or lose, an outstanding shopping 
experience always awaits in Arizona. 
From chic-and-sleek upscale retail 
to old-fashioned trading posts and 
bargain-filled outlets, you’ll never be 
at a loss for amazing selections. 

One-of-a-kind boutiques and 
shops — replete with tradition-
al Native American wares and 
“made in Arizona” collectibles — 
are just a few of the offbeat and 

enticing shopping options you’ll
find. If you’re hoping for a shop-
ping experience that’s anything
but ordinary — and more South-
western than standard — you’ve
found the right place.

HIT THE FAIRWAYS
Looking to practice your swing?
Arizona’s golf courses are as di-
verse and scenic as the state’s
famed landscape. Ranging from
desert target-style courses to lush 

green fairways, nearly every type
of course can be found within a
short drive from the Phoenix area. 

With more than 300 golf cours-
es across Arizona, you’re sure to
find a welcome addition to your
sports-loving vacation — as well
as a tee time that fits both your
schedule and your sense of ad-
venture. With perfect weather
and unrivaled atmosphere, Ari-
zona offers the complete sports
vacation experience this spring. 

D E S T I N A T I O N

ARIZONA
DODGERS AND ANGELS 
HIT THE DESERT
MLB SPRING TRAINING: THE PERFECT ARIZONA GETAWAY 
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 R eady for an early start to America’s favorite pastime? There’s no place
like warm and beautiful Arizona — where 15 major league teams play 
in the legendary Cactus League every March. Held in some of the most
unique stadiums in the country, Spring Training baseball attracts both 

casual fans and baseball enthusiasts to root for their favorite teams. 
If the Dodgers are your favorite, visit Glendale and watch them play in the largest

stadium in the Cactus League, Camelback Ranch. This ballpark boasts 3,500 lawn 
seats and a center field pavilion area that’s a great place to grab lunch and enjoy 
some sunshine. Hoping to catch the Angels as they spring into action? Visit Tempe 
and watch them play at Diablo Stadium, which showcases old-time baseball charm 
and breathtaking views of Tempe Butte, better known to locals as “A Mountain.” 

Camelback Ranch Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. — spring training home of the Los Angeles Dodgers

The pool at Sanctuary Camelback Resort in Paradise Valley

Find your next adventure 
at 877.636.2785 or
www.arizonaguide.com

This page was produced by the Los Angeles Times
Advertising Department’s Custom Publishing staff.

Questions or comments? Contact Eddie Velosa
via email at eddie.velosa@latimes.com. 
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1.866.236.1519

bie-McCulloch Cup. This 
series of racing and social 
events will take you back to 
a fun time in the city’s his-
tory when sailors would 
regularly gather along Lake 
Havasu’s shoreline. With 
entrants from the Western 
United States and Canada, 
this boating event takes 
place March 10 and 11. 

“Movies in the Park” takes 
place every Saturday night. 
This family-friendly event 
features showings displayed 
on a large inflatable screen. 
And no trip to Lake Havasu 
City is complete without a 
day on the lake. With spar-
kling blue water and crystal-
clear skies, it’s an oasis in 
the Arizona desert. 

ROUTE 66
Arizona may be known for 
its sweeping sunsets and 
warm climate, but the off-
beat culture along Route 66 
is a can’t-miss. Travelers of 
all types can “get their kicks” 
along the historic trail.

Once a mining town, Oat-
man is full of Old West in-
trigue. Relive history at the 
Oatman Hotel. Built in 1902, 
this legendary hotel is said to 
be haunted. A favorite of Hol-
lywood’s elite crowd, it’s also 
the place where Clark Gable 
and Carole Lombard honey-
mooned. But Oatman’s real 
claim to fame is the “wild burros” that roam 
the streets and make friends with any trav-
eler willing to share a snack.

Seligman’s collection of quirky drive-ins
will take you back to a simpler time. It’s 
the birthplace of Historic Route 66 and
the only place in the world where a trip to
the hardware store is a must. Say goodbye
to your schedule and check in at the iconic
Route 66 Motel or visit the Mustang Gas
Station for a buffalo burger.

Once a gathering place for pioneers head-
ed to California’s gold mines, Quartzsite
has some magnificent gems to share. Even 
modern miners are drawn to Quartzsite to 

test their luck. Many even find nuggets of
gold dust and quality gold-bearing quartz. 
Stop by the Quartzsite Museum for a won-
derful lesson in the town’s history.

Find your next adventure at 866.236.1519 
or at Arizonaguide.com.

YUMA
One of America’s sunniest towns, Yuma
is just past the California border, a short
four-hour drive from the Los Angeles area.

On March 10 and 11, revel in the 13th
Annual Yuma Lettuce Days. It’s a culinary
festival celebrating local agritourism with
cooking demonstrations, chef challenges
and farm tours. Adults can sip wine and
microbrew beers while little ones enjoy
the children’s Ag-tivities Arena with inter-
active games.

Make a date to experience the Yuma
Taco Trail on March 2 or 16. Showcasing 
the city’s fresh field-to-table produce, the 
tour highlights authentic Mexican cuisine 
and locally themed cocktails. Stops in-
clude local favorites like Las Palapas and
Ironwood Steakhouse.

And since clouds are a rare occurrence in

these bright skies, this year, any time the
sun isn’t shining, participating hotels will 
be treating their guests to a free meal of 
their choice, or a certificate to a local par-
ticipating restaurant.

LAKE HAVASU CITY
Arizona’s aquatic playground has 60 miles 
of pristine navigable waterways ideal for 
boating and other adventures. A favorite 
spring break destination, half of Lake Ha-
vasu lies along California’s state line.

Jam sessions at the 2012 Bluegrass on 
the Beach Festival happen both on- and
offstage, so pack your favorite instru-
ment. Beginning March 2, this toe-tap-
ping three-day event is perfect for locals
and visitors. Settle in for some open-air 
music, food and drink.

Travel to Lake Havasu City for the Ho-

YOURS TO EXPLORE
SOUTHWESTERN CHARM IN THE HEART
OF THE SONORAN DESERT
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The iconic London Bridge in Lake Havasu City

D E S T I N A T I O N

ARIZONA

A rizona’s communities are full of rich history, ad-
venture and exploration — all within reach from 
Southern California.
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Route 66 is known for its many antique gift shops and 
museums along the historic roadway.

The original Twisters 1950’s Soda Fountain and the Route 
66 Café is just one hour south of the Grand Canyon.
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