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DOING MORE 
OF WHAT YOU LOVE

THAT’S TRUE LUXURY5 YEAR WARRANTY
5 YEAR WEAR & TEAR
5 YEAR SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

the volvo H  LIDAY Sales event
LEASE THE 2013 S60 T5
 
 /month for $349 36 months

SIGN & DRIVE
 due at signing
 security deposit $0 1st month’s payment

Now through the holidays, when you lease a 
Volvo you’ll pay nothing at signing. So you can 
focus more on life’s true luxuries.

Auto Show

QUICK 
FACTS

WHAT: Over 1,000 of the latest vehicles (including 50 
new model debuts) plus tuner and aftermarket exhibits 
displayed in 760,000 square feet of exhibition space in 
fi ve halls of the Los Angeles Convention Center. Numerous 
available test drives and rides, two food courts, and a free 
Kids’ Fun Zone (weekends only).

WHERE: Los Angeles Convention Center, 1201 S. Figueroa 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90015; (213) 741-1151.

WHEN: Nov. 30 to Dec. 9. Weekdays 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(The show entrance closes one hour prior to the show closing.)

HOW MUCH: Adults: $12. Children 12 and under 
admitted free when accompanied by an adult. Seniors: $8 
(65 and over; weekdays only; cash only). 

WHERE TO BUY TICKETS: www.laautoshow.com; at 
on-site ticketing kiosks (Visa, MasterCard and American 
Express accepted); or at the convention center box offi ce 
(cash only).  

For e-ticket inquiries call (949) 732-7974.

WHERE TO PARK: Park in either the South Hall or West Hall 
parking lots at the Los Angeles Convention Center lot for $12.

NORTH AMERICAN DEBUT

BMW I8 SPYDER 
This third vehicle from BMW’s 
sustainability-focused i sub-
brand fulfi ls almost all of 
the criteria of an auto show 
showstopper. It’s new and 
rare (a concept car, making 
its North American debut 
downtown); exotic (a swoopy 
roadster with scissor doors 
that make it look like it 
belongs in “Tron”); expensive 
(expected to cost even more 
than the $130,000 coupe 
version when it goes on sale 
as a 2015 model); fast (its top 
speed is electronically limited 
to 155 mph); and stuffed 
with trendy tech (it’s a plug-in 
hybrid with a three-cylinder 

turbo-diesel engine with fuel 
economy expected to be in the 
70 mpg range). BMW is keen 
to prove that green vehicles 
can be fun, and this topless 
show car — which reportedly 
can hit 62 mph from a 
standing start in fi ve seconds 
— should silence naysayers.

NORTH AMERICAN DEBUT

BENTLEY 
CONTINENTAL GT3 
A decade after the storied 
British marque debuted its 
image-changing Continental 
GT concept, Bentley is 
revealing its Continental 
GT3 race car. Based on 
the company’s fastest-ever 
road car, the GT Speed, 

the GT3 (though billed as a 
concept) should be seeing 
the checkered fl ag by the 
end of next year — just in 
time to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of Bentley’s 
historic sixth 24 Hours of Le 
Mans victory in 2003. The 
GT3 adopts a rear-wheel-
drive chassis (to meet race 
regulations), a wider body, 
side-facing exhaust and an 
enormous rear wing. Draped 
in track-ready livery, it’s a nod 
to Bentley’s often overlooked 
racing heritage (including 
consecutive Le Mans wins 
1927 to ’30) and a further 
step away from its cars’ 
traditionally stately — and 
stuffy — aura.

WORLD DEBUT

CHEVROLET SPARK EV 
Three generations of 
Chevrolet’s Spark city car 
have be sold worldwide 
under various names since 
1998, but it only appeared 
in U.S. dealerships in July. 
Stateside sales of the South 
Korea-made Spark have been 
brisk ever since. Ed-
munds.com reported it the 
fastest-selling car in the 
country in its fi rst month 
here. The Spark EV will be 
available in just a handful 
of states, of which only 
California is confi rmed. 
Powered by a nanophosphate 
lithium-ion battery pack and 
an 85-kW electric motor, it 
will be General Motors’ fi rst 
all-electric passenger vehicle 
marketed in the U.S. since 
its EV1 was controversially 
discontinued in 2003.

NORTH AMERICAN DEBUT

LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER 
British four-wheel-drive 
specialist Land Rover currently 
offers just six models, and 
seldom announces major 
updates to these. So the 
North American debut of a 
new Range Rover — a large 
luxury SUV fi rst introduced in 
1970 and only now entering 
its fourth generation — is 
news indeed. Though more 
sculpted and tapered than 
its predecessor, the 2013 RR 
has actually grown a little. 
But an aluminum monocoque 
structure makes its body 
a staggering 39% lighter 
than the outgoing model’s 
steel skeleton, with better 

L.A. CONVENTION CENTER
Now through Sunday, Dec. 9 2012

Continued on next page

  

Getting Around Core Concepts Insane Customs4 83
Our guide to getting the most out of your 
time at the show, from parking to eating.

Concept cars form the core of any auto 
show. Here are a few of our favorites.

Things get wild as Kentia Hall plays host 
to the billion-dollar aftermarket industry.

LOS ANGELES

BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT3

latimes.com/classifi ed/automotive

SEE MAP ON 
Page 11

For more information, turn to Page 4

BMW i8 Spyder Concept

As the world’s largest auto market, Los Angeles has long been prized 
by manufacturers. But when the L.A. Auto Show moved forward 
from January to November in 2006, making it the fi rst major North 
American show of the season, the city became even more attractive 

to automakers as a stage for important unveilings. 
Here’s a peek at some of the more than 50 new models making their world, 

North American or auto show debuts at this year’s L.A. Auto Show.

There are more than 50 vehicles premiering at this year’s L.A. Auto Show. 
Here are a few you won’t want to miss.

DEBUT PERFORMANCES  
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performance (0 to 60 mph 
in 5.1 seconds) and fuel 
economy (a predicted small 
improvement on the 2012’s 
14 mpg combined city/
highway). For $82,650, the 
2013 Range Rover delivers an 
unmatched marriage of style, 
power and off-road prowess.

WORLD DEBUT 
MERCEDES-BENZ SLS AMG 
BLACK EDITION

Only two-door Mercs qualify for 
Black Series upgrades (which 
include weight reduction, 
exterior enhancements and 
engine modifi cations) at 
Germany’s AMG Performance 
Studio. The SLS AMG Black 
Edition is the fi fth high-end 
MBZ to enjoy this treatment, 
and the results are both 
wild and wonderful. Making 
its world debut at the L.A. 
show, this latest take on the 
gull-wing-doored SLS sheds 
154 pounds of curb weight, 
breaches the 600-horsepower 
barrier without breaking a 
sweat and maxes out at 196 
mph. Though no pricing has 
been announced for this 
ultimate take on an already 

super supercar, most of us are 
unlikely to ever get near one 
outside of an auto show.

WORLD DEBUT

FORD FIESTA ST 
Though America came late to 
Ford’s Fiesta (a front-wheel-
drive supermini that debuted 
overseas in 1976), it’s sure 
to love this high-performance 
ST variant. The Fiesta ST 
has been confi rmed for 
European release next year, 
and its unveiling at the L.A. 
Auto Show suggests that it 
may soon be on sale here 
too (albeit likely as a fi ve-
door rather than the three-
door scheduled for Europe). 
This peppy pistol will be 
powered by a 180-horsepower 
turbocharged 1.6-liter 
EcoBoost four-cylinder 
engine married to a six-
speed manual transmission, 
making it the most powerful 
subcompact currently 
available. Expect Recaro 
seats and other sporty 
enhancements within.

WORLD DEBUT

VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 
CONVERTIBLE

The third-generation VW 
Beetle, introduced last year, 
goes topless for the fi rst time 
at the L.A. show and should 
be in dealerships shortly 
thereafter. The 2013 Beetle 
Convertible’s soft top retains 
the fl attened roof line of the 
2012 Coupe (which is longer, 
wider and lower than its New 
Beetle predecessor) when 

in place, and lies entirely 
fl at when stowed, improving 
rear visibility. This latest 
incarnation of the iconic 
ragtop, which fi rst appeared as 
the Type 15 in 1949, stashes 
its top in just 10 seconds 
and features VW’s Automatic 
Rollover Support System (two 
roll-over bars concealed behind 
the rear bench seat, activated 
by the same computer that 
deploys the airbags in the case 
of an accident).

WORLD DEBUT

TOYOTA RAV4
Toyota’s RAV4 was the fi rst 
car-based crossover available 
stateside (its name stands 
for “Recreational Active 
Vehicle with 4-wheel drive”) 
when it arrived here in 1995, 
so the unveiling of its fourth 
generation at the L.A. show 
should have necks craning 
and cameras fl ashing. Based 
on the same platform as the 
Japanese manufacturer’s 
big-selling Camry sedan, 
this latest RAV4 appears to 
be more streamlined than 
the outgoing model, with a 
Camry-like front fascia and an 
overhead liftgate — a change 
from the side-hinged tailgate 
and rear-mounted spare wheel 
of the current version. There 
has been speculation that the 
new RAV4 will drop the third-
row seating and V-6 engines 
currently available. But all will 
be revealed downtown.

– PAUL ROGERS
   Custom Publishing Writer

Continued from previous page
VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE CONVERTIBLE

LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER

MERCEDES-BENZ SLS AMG 
BLACK EDITION

Cars.com’s Auto Show 
app gives users break-
ing news from editors 
on new car launches 

as well as photos and videos 
from this year’s auto show. Use 
this app at the L.A. Auto Show 
to fi nd out what concepts are 
must-sees, see what displays 
you can’t miss and read news 
on your favorite manufacturer’s 
cars. The app is available for 
iPhone and Android devices and 
covered shows include Detroit, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, New York 
and more.

Show Spotlight: 
Auto Show to Go

Just in time for the West Coast 
snow season, BMW is unveiling 
a skier-oriented Powder Ride Edi-
tion of its popular X1 compact 

crossover at the L.A. show.
Featuring specialized equipment in-

stalled by ski manufacturer K2, the limit-
ed-run Powder Ride Edition will only be on 
sale through the winter. It features alumi-
num satinated roof rails plus a specially 
designed roof box that offers around 16 
cubic feet of extra cargo room. 

Available in four color schemes and 
featuring a bold X-shaped decal centered 
on the rear passenger doors, the Powder 
Ride Edition appropriately comes with 
BMW’s Cold Weather Package as stan-
dard. Inside are all-weather fl oor mats; 

a fi tted luggage compartment mat; a ski 
and snowboard bag; and a pair of exclu-
sively designed K2 LTD Powder Ride skis 
(in the form of an online coupon). Base 
price for the X1 xDrive28i Powder Ride 
is $44,390, while the more powerful X1 
xDrive35i Powder Ride sells for $47,795.

Show Spotlight: 
BMW X1 
Powder Ride Edition

DOWNLOAD THE CARS.COM 
APP FOR A DEEPER 
EXPERIENCE AT THE SHOW
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2 013  A l l - N E W  ATS  2 . 5 L

W R A P  YO U R  G I F T  I N  
S H E E T  M E TA L  T H I S  S E AS O N .

BACKED BY CADILLAC SHIELD
The all-new ATS is backed by the most comprehensive suite of owner benefits 
offered by any luxury automaker in the world. Cadillac Shield includes 
impressive benefits like Premium Care Maintenance, which covers select 
routine maintenance such as oil changes and tire rotations for 4 years or 
50,000 miles.1 Add in exceptional handling with the lightest chassis in its 
class, and the ultimate ownership experience awaits.

1 WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. GO TO CADILLAC.COM/PREMIUMCARE FOR DETAILS.     2 EXAMPLE BASED ON SURVEY. EACH DEALER SETS ITS OWN PRICE. YOUR PAYMENTS MAY VARY. PAYMENTS ARE 
FOR A 2013 CADILLAC ATS WITH AN MSRP OF $33,990; 36 MONTHLY PAYMENTS TOTAL $13,284.  OPTION TO PURCHASE AT LEASE END FOR AN AMOUNT TO BE DETERMINED AT LEASE SIGNING. ALLY MUST 
APPROVE LEASE. TAKE DELIVERY BY 1/2/13. LESSEE PAYS FOR EXCESS WEAR. PAYMENTS MAY BE HIGHER IN SOME STATES. NOT AVAILABLE WITH SOME OTHER OFFERS. RESIDENCY 
RESTRICTIONS APPLY.  ©2012 GENERAL MOTORS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. CADILLAC®, ATS®

VI S I T  YO U R  C A D I L L A C  D E A LER  TO D AY. cadillac.com

TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. MILEAGE CHARGE OF $.25 PER MILE OVER 30,000 MILES. 

PER MONTH2

$369 MONTHS36
Ultra-low mileage lease 
for well-qualif ied lessees

$0 $0 $0SECURITY
DEPOSIT

FIRSTMONTH’S
PAYMENT

DUE AT
SIGNING

Just go to www.laautoshow.
com on your mobile device 
and enjoy easy access to 
fl oor plans, as well as details 
of attractions including test 
drives (there will be more 
ride-and-drive opportunities 
at this year’s show than ever 
before) and celebrity ap-
pearances. Famous faces at 
recent shows have included 
Blake Griffi n, Patrick Dempsey 
and Michelle Wie.
“Instead of having to create 
an app, we just re-created 
our site from the ground up 
to be mobile-optimized … 
you won’t have to download 
anything,” explained Brendan 
Flynn, the show’s director of 
communications. “Simply put, 
it delivers the easiest-to-read 
information, but it also makes 
all the content on the site so 
share-able.”

With this new level of 
connectivity in mind, photo 
and video taking aren’t just 
allowed at the L.A. Auto Show 
— they’re encouraged.

“That’s kind of the fun of it 
all,” Flynn said. “The debate on 
what’s the hottest car … and 
just capturing the whole scene.”

Getting there
Getting to the show is now 
more convenient than ever 
before, too, with the recently 
opened Metro Expo Line 
(which runs from Culver City 
to the 7th Street/Metro 
Center station). Just get off 
at Pico Boulevard Station — 
right outside Staples Center 
and just a block for the 
Convention Center.

If you know what you want 
to see at the show and do a 
little research on the website 
beforehand, you might be 
able to cover it in two hours, 
but Flynn recommends 
allowing twice that to truly 
take in the entire event.

“A lot of people will come 
for a couple of hours. They’ll 
go next door to L.A. Live, 

grab lunch, see a movie or 
do something else while 
they’re downtown, and then 
come back and check out the 
rest of the show.”

Parking in either of the 
convention center’s two lots 
is $12 for the whole day and 
allows convenient access not 
only to the show, but also 
to L.A. Live’s 20 distinctive 
dining options — from Boca 
at the Conga Room and 
Katsuya to the ESPN Zone 
and Lawry’s Carvery — 
and varied entertainment 
offerings, including new 
movies at Regal Cinemas 
and programs and exhibits at 
the Grammy Museum. 

There are also two food 
courts, serving everything 
from hot dogs to sushi, at 
the show itself.

Highlights
“I really encourage people to 
make sure they check out the 
aftermarket hall, because it’s 
so much fun and there are so 
many cool things down there, 
and a lot of times people skip 
that,” Flynn said.

If you’re concerned that your 
children might get antsy during
your visit and start clambering 
all over the Bentleys and 
Bugattis, take them down 
to the show’s free Kids’ Fun 
Zone (weekends only, 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.), located in the back 
of Kentia Hall, where they 
can let off steam with bounce 
houses, face-painting, video 
games and arts and crafts.

– PAUL ROGERS
   Custom Publishing Writer

ACTRESS MILA KUNIS WITH JAGUAR 
DESIGN DIRECTOR IAN CALLUM

LAST YEAR’S SCION EXHIBIT

BLAKE GRIFFIN 
AT THE KIA EXHIBIT

LOSE YOURSELF 
(WITHOUT GETTING LOST)

Navigating 
the Show  

Navigating the L.A. Auto Show’s 1,000-plus vehicles and 760,000 
square feet of exhibition space spread across fi ve halls of the Los An-
geles Convention Center might seem a little daunting. But thanks 
to the show’s new mobile site, visitors can now breeze through it all.
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Acura NSX
The original rear-wheel-drive Acura NSX, produced between 
1990 and 2005, retains a fervent cult following (and robust 
resale prices to match). Now a concept version of a long-
rumored second-generation NSX has appeared. Despite its 
curvier, more futuristic silhouette, the new NSX maintains 
an unmistakable family resemblance and, like its predeces-
sor, is powered by a V-6 power plant mounted behind its 
two seats. This NSX concept is an all-wheel-drive hybrid, its 
gasoline engine driving the rear axle while a pair of electric 
motors power one front wheel apiece.

Chevrolet Code 130R and Tru 140S
Chevrolet is exhibiting a brace of sporty coupe concepts 
aimed at younger drivers (and developed at GM’s North 
America Advanced Design studio in Los Angeles). The 
Code 130R looks like a fun, affordable application of Gen-
eral Motors’ new rear-wheel-drive Alpha platform (which 
also underpins the Cadillac ATS). With size and propor-
tions similar to the BMW 1-Series — but resembling a 
downsized Camaro — the Code 130R’s 150 horsepower 
should be sufficient to deliver plenty of thrills. 

The more overtly exotic Tru 140S shares the 130R’s 
inline engine but is a front-wheel-drive two-door hot hatch 
built on the same platform as Chevy’s Cruze and Volt mod-
els. Both cars, should they reach production, are expected 
to deliver up to 40 mpg highway and to carry MSRPs of 
around $25,000.

Lexus LF-CC and LF-LC
Lexus has been building LF (Lexus Future) concept vehicles 
in various shapes and forms since 2003. The Japanese 
luxury brand’s latest LF offering is the full hybrid LF-CC 
(Compact Coupe), which is making its North American 
debut at the L.A. Auto Show. With an elongated hood and 
short overhangs, the LF-CC is both radical and handsome. 
At least some of its design cues will end up on future ve-
hicles (Lexus says the concept car “announces the market 
launch of a mid-size coupe in the near future” — most 
likely the all-new Lexus IS, expected next year). 

Also on display at the show is the LF-LC, a jaw-drop-
pingly gorgeous rear-wheel-drive hybrid 2+2 sports coupe 
styled by Newport Beach’s Calty Design Research facility. 
Lexus has always produced well-appointed, beautifully 
engineered rides, but these LF show cars suggest that the 
brand is now also seeking a more emotional connection 
with consumers.

BMW i3 Coupe
The latest offering from BMW’s sustainable-mobility-
focused i sub-brand is a low-slung, sportier take on its 
all-electric i3 compact car. Making its world debut at the 

L.A. Auto Show, the i3 Coupe is expected to share its sis-
ter model’s rear-wheel-drive format and to similarly utilize 
a carbon-reinforced body and chassis to partially offset 
the considerable weight of its batteries. Experts expect 
the Coupe to sell for more than the expected $43,000 
to $50,000 of the original i3 and to hit 62 mph from a 
standing start a second or two quicker than the sub-eight-
second sprint claimed for the hatchback.

Nissan Hi-Cross Concept
Another North American debut is Nissan’s hybrid Hi-Cross 
Concept. Though strictly billed as a show car, its sober, 
street-ready aesthetics and close external resemblance to 
the existing Nissan Murano suggest that the seven-seater 
Hi-Cross — or something very much like it — will grace 
dealerships soon (Nissan currently lacks a hybrid in an 
otherwise comprehensive crossover/SUV lineup). The Hi-
Cross draws its main power from a 2.0-liter direct-injection 
gasoline engine, with an electric motor intended chiefly 
to reduce emissions and boost fuel economy. Closer 
size-wise to Nissan’s Rogue crossover than to the larger 
Murano, the Hi-Cross Concept could fill an important niche 
for the manufacturer.

Infiniti LE Concept
Nissan’s luxury Infiniti division has dubbed its zero-
emission LE Concept “the future of luxury electric mobil-
ity” and insists that, though this svelte five-seater is the 
brand’s debut EV effort, it will become a production reality 
by 2014. This would make it the first luxury electric sedan 
from a mainstream manufacturer (smaller California au-
tomaker Tesla released its four-door electric Model S this 
summer). The LE isn’t an all-electric version of an existing 
gas-powered car, but rather a standalone model (though 
it’s based on the Nissan Leaf, you’d never know it). 
Roughly the same size as an existing Infiniti G-series, its 
flowing, sculpted lines are at once utterly contemporary 
and distinctively Infiniti.

– PAUL ROGERS
   Custom Publishing Writer

THESE WILD RIDES MAY NEVER SEE THE 
LIGHT OF DAY —  BUT THEY SURE ARE FUN 
TO LOOK AT (AND DREAM ABOUT)

INFINITI LE CONCEPT

For more information, see  Page 1

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: From Union Station by 
Metrolink Rail: Take the Metro Red Line. Exit at 7th Street 
then transfer to the Metro Blue Line (Long Beach). Exit at 
Pico Boulevard Station, and then walk one block west to 
Figueroa Street.

The new Metro Expo Line (connecting L.A.’s Westside to 
the city’s light-rail network) also stops at Pico Boulevard 
Station, just a block from the Convention Center.

Commuter Express from Downtown Los Angeles: Take 
route 413 from Temple/Hill (Civic Center) to 11th /
Figueroa Street (LACC).

WHERE TO EAT: Two food courts inside the L.A. 
Convention Center. Twenty restaurants at L.A. Live across 
the street (www.lalive.com).

TIPS AND TRICKS FOR NAVIGATING THE SHOW: 
Crowds are smaller and lines shorter on weekdays. Allow 
at least two hours to take in the show (preferably four). 
Access the show’s new mobile site on your smart phone or 
tablet for floor plan, or check out page 11 of this guide.

DISCOUNTS: $2-off discount coupons for adult ticket 
purchases are available online or at participating L.A.-area 
new car dealerships (discount coupons are valid weekdays 
and may only be used for cash purchases at the box office). 

MORE INFO: www.laautoshow.com

QUICK FACTS 
(CONTINUED)

 This section was created by the Los Angeles Times Advertising Department’s  
Custom Publishing team. Questions or comments?  

Contact Josh Jenisch at 213.237.3150 or email him at josh.jenisch@latimes.com. 

For advertising inquiries, contact Leslie Lindemann at  
213.237.6089 or email her at leslie.lindemann@latimes.com.

Conceptual Art

At the core of any auto show are concept vehicles — those will-they-or-won’t-they prototype 
models that manufacturers perpetually tease us with. Some of these (occasionally outland-
ish) creations will eventually go into production in some form, but even those that don’t will 
have an influence on the shape of cars to come. Here’s a look at a few of our favorite concept 

cars on display at this year’s L.A. Auto Show.

CHEVROLET TRU 140S CONCEPT

LEXUS LF-LC CONCEPT

User: jjenisch Time: 11-26-2012 14:19 Product: LAAdBroad PubDate: 12-02-2012 Zone: LA Edition: 1 Page: U4 Color: CMYK



ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2012 U5

User: jjenisch Time: 11-26-2012 14:19 Product: LAAdBroad PubDate: 12-02-2012 Zone: LA Edition: 1 Page: U5 Color: CMYK



U6 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2012 ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

Dozens of the hottest new 
green rides are on display 
in the convention center — 
from clean-diesel luxury to 
all-electric cars and plug-in 
hybrids — joined by nearly 
20 sporty, stylish gas-sippers 
getting upward of 40 mpg.

“The green technology 
innovations demonstrated 
by automakers around the 
world continue to attract the 
attention of the car-buying 
public,” said Andy Fuzesi, 
general manager of the L.A. 
Auto Show. “We’re excited 

to be able to provide one of 
the world’s best stages for 
manufacturers to display their 
very latest achievements that 
match virtually every budget.”

Along came a Spyder
We’ve seen the future, and it’s 
smoking hot. Behold the BMW 
i8 Spyder plug-in, a spectacular 
(some say downright 
breathtaking) example of the 
rapid evolution of this nascent 
electric segment in terms of 
technological innovation, luxury 
amenities and bold design.

This sexy eco-friendly 
beast is built on a sturdy 
lightweight carbon frame 
and packs the new BMW 
eDrive system, offering high 
performance and agility with 
full torque from the electric 
motor at all times, from idling 
up to its top acceleration, all 
precisely controlled by a highly 
intelligent power manage-
ment system.

This technology is at the 
vanguard of the brand’s 
vision for urban-based mobile 
sustainability.

To the Max
Spearheading Ford’s expanded 
green lineup, the C-Max 
Energi plug-in — an innovative 
compact utility vehicle that 
operates as a straight-up 
EV with an overnight charge 
— headlines three new Ford 
rides debuting at the show.

Unlike most plug-ins, the 
Energi’s small onboard gas 

engine kicks in at higher 
speeds to help the electric 
motor with acceleration 
and power, instead of 
merely recharging the 
motor’s batteries. Advanced 
technology on the C-Max 
includes hands-free liftgate 
(activated by foot) and voice 
command. Also joining this 
new plug-in line is the Ford 
Fusion Energi.

Rounding out the new Ford 
lineup is a Focus Electric, a 
full EV version of the new-look 
Focus compact hatchback 
that goes up to 100 miles on 
a full charge. 

The Fiat 500e also takes 
a bow, an all-electric version 
of the popular and sporty 
subcompact 500.

Honda chimes in with the 
unveiling of its slick new 
Accord plug-in. The popular 
Accord line — available as a 
coupe or sedan — has been 
redesigned, a bit smaller than 
the old version.

A clean sweep
Far from the dirty old diesel 
models of decades past, 
clean diesel vehicles produce 
exceptionally low emissions 
and high miles per gallon. 
Helping fuel its upscale popu-
larity, this gasless segment 
trends heavily toward luxury 
and high performance.

Take the all-new Mercedes-
Benz GLK 250 BlueTec, a 
show-stopper that’s part of a 
push from the German icon 
to bring eight new diesel 
models to the U.S. by 2014. 
No surprise, considering 
American drivers are warming 
up to this green option — 
U.S. clean-diesel sales were 
up 27.5% during the fi rst half 
of 2012.

The range of diesel models 
is becoming more varied, 
as well. Bringing a distinctly 
retro slant to the segment 
— but with a sleek modern 
twist — Volkswagen shows 
off its all-new 2013 Beetle 
Convertible, which gets up to 
41 mpg through a 2-liter I-4 
diesel engine that generates 
140 horsepower and no lack 
of California cool.

Totally gassed
One of the most promising 
— and affordable — paths 
to fuel independence is the 
growing family of stylish and 
peppy four-cylinder rides 
that get up to 40 mpg and 
beyond. And the L.A. Auto 
Show is ground zero for these 
small wonders, many offering 
a retro fl ourish — a far cry 
from boxy, beige compacts of 
years past.

Sporting an exotic Italian 
fl air in a small package, 
the 2013 Fiat 500 Abarth 
Cabriolet exudes aggressive 
rally styling. Fiat’s award-
winning MultiAir intercooled 
turbocharged engine 
generates 160 horsepower 
yet gets up to 34 miles per 
gallon fuel effi ciency (which is 
no small feat). 

The Dodge Dart Aero 
is an all-new small sedan 
that resurrects the familiar 
American nameplate in a 
distinctly global package (it’s 
based on an Alfa Romeo sold 
in Europe). Packing a 1.4-liter 
Fiat MultiAir turbo engine, 
the four-door Dart gets a 
surprising thrifty 41 mpg. 
And it absolutely begs for 
customization.

– BOB YOUNG
   Custom Publishing Writer

FORD C-MAX

DODGE DART

FIAT 500 ABARTH

FUEL-EFFICIENT VEHICLES TAKE 
CENTER STAGE AT THIS YEAR’S SHOW

The Green Party  

Awash in all shades of green, the 2012 L.A. Auto Show is an inter-
national showcase of the most advanced eco-friendly new mod-
els in the world. Car-crazy Southern California is, after all, a 
hotbed of green consciousness as well as the world capital of all 

things automotive. And this year’s lineup is a dramatic statement of how 
far the rapidly expanding green segments have come.

A    
coming together of Cadillac’s leg-
endary luxury and the brand’s most 
advanced technology in a produc-
tion car to date, the all-new 2013 

Cadillac XTS full-size sedan offers six-fi gure 
features for under $45,000 (base MSRP).

Magnetic Ride Control, HiPer Strut front sus-
pension, rear air springs and Brembo brakes 
improve upon the heavenly ride quality synony-
mous with Cadillac for generations, while techie 
touches like the available industry-exclusive 
Safety Alert Seat (which vibrates to warn the 

driver of upcoming hazards), Rear Cross Traffi c 
Alert and the company’s breakthrough CUE info-
tainment system put it on the cutting edge of the 
here and now. Powered by a lightweight 3.6-liter 
V-6 engine rated at 304 horsepower, with avail-
able all-wheel drive, the XTS delivers up to 28 
mpg highway. Elegant and sleek externally, mar-
velously comfortable and convenient within (in-
cluding Bose sound systems, tri-zone automatic 
climate control and available leather-wrapped 
trim), the XTS excels in every department without 
the price tag expected of such a desirable drive.

Show Spotlight:
CADILLAC XTS
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Sorento

$239 a Month4

2013 Sorento FWD LX 2.4L A/T

39 Month Lease

$1,999 Due at Lease Signing

With state-of-the-art technology, sporty styling

and spacious interior, the Kia Sorento is the first

crossover everyone will want to drive.

†The Kia Sorento and certain Optima GDI models are assembled in the United States from U.S. and globally-sourced parts. 1Based on 5-year cumulative growth between 12-month retail sales for periods ending September 2007 
and September 2012 of all U.S. automotive brands. 2The Kia Optima received the highest numerical score among midsize cars in a tie in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2012 Automotive Performance, Execution and Layout 
StudySM. Study based on responses from 74,759 new-vehicle owners, measuring 233 models, and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of owners surveyed 
in February - May 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com/Kia. 3Max HP for 2.0L GDI Turbo engine is 274 HP @ 6,000 rpm. Turbo engine available only on SX and SX Limited. 4Closed-end lease for new 2013 Optima, model 
53222 LX 2.4L GDI A/T, subject to credit tier approval, dealer participation and vehicle availability. $2,399 due at lease signing includes $199 1st monthly payment, $1,605 capitalized cost reduction, $595 acquisition fee, plus tax, title, 
license and registration. No security deposit required. $9,961 total lease payments. Actual payments may vary. $12,525.75 residual value lease-end purchase option. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, $.20 per 
mile over 12,000 miles/year, excess wear, and $400 termination fee. MSRP for lease offer model is $21,975; MSRP for vehicle shown starts at $27,575. Closed-end lease for new 2013 Soul, model B1512 1.6L I4 A/T, subject to credit tier 
approval, dealer participation and vehicle availability. $1,999 due at lease signing includes $179 1st monthly payment, $1,225 capitalized cost reduction, $595 acquisition fee, plus tax, title, license and registration. No security deposit 
required. $8,801 total lease payments. Actual payments may vary. $9,336.25 residual value lease-end purchase option. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, $.20 per mile over 12,000 miles/year, excess wear, and $400 
termination fee. MSRP for lease offer model is $16,975; MSRP for Soul ! (exclaim) shown starts at $20,675. Closed-end lease for new 2013 Sorento, model 72222 LX 2.4L A/T FWD, subject to credit tier approval, dealer participation and 
vehicle availability. $1,999 due at lease signing includes $239 1st monthly payment, $1,665 capitalized cost reduction, $595 acquisition fee, plus tax, title, license and registration. No security deposit required. $11,081 total lease payments. 
Actual payments may vary. $13,172.50 residual value lease-end purchase option. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, $.20 per mile over 12,000 miles/year, excess wear, and $400 termination fee. MSRP for lease offer 
model is $23,950; MSRP for EX trim shown starts at $27,750. Closed-end lease for new 2013 Forte, model C5422 LX 2.0L I4 A/T, subject to credit tier approval, dealer participation and vehicle availability. $1,999 due at lease signing 
includes $169 1st monthly payment, $1,235 capitalized cost reduction, $595 acquisition fee, plus tax, title, license and registration. No security deposit required. $8,421 total lease payments. Actual payments may vary. $9,947 residual 
value lease-end purchase option. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, $.20 per mile over 12,000 miles/year, excess wear, and $400 termination fee. MSRP for lease offer model is $17,150; MSRP for Forte SX shown starts 
at $20,575. MSRPs include freight, and exclude taxes, title, license, additional options and retailer charges. Actual prices set by retailer. Must take delivery from retail stock by 1/2/13. See retailer for lease details or go to kia.com. Lease 
offered through Kia Motors Finance (KMF)/Hyundai Motor Finance (HMF in MA and DC). 5The Kia Soul received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among compact multi-purpose vehicles in the proprietary J.D. Power and 
Associates 2012 Initial Quality StudySM. Study based on responses from 74,759 new-vehicle owners, measuring 233 models, and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and 
perceptions of owners surveyed in February - May 2012. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com/Kia. 6Class-leading claim based on comparison of 2012 and available 2013 compact wagons as of October 2012. 164 HP available on 
Soul 2.0L MPI (shown). Soul Base 1.6L GDI comes with 138 HP. 7Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.safercar.gov). 8Available 
3.5L V6 engine comes with 276 HP. Standard 2.4L MPI engine comes with 175 HP. Available 2.4L GDI engine comes with 191 HP. 9Class-leading claim based on comparison of 2012 and available 2013 compact sedans as of October 2012. 
Available 2.4L engine with 173 HP. Standard 2.0L engine comes with 156 HP. 10Class-leading claim based on comparison of 2012 and available 2013 compact sedans and 5-doors as of October 2012. Forte Sedan with 96.8 cubic feet 
of passenger volume. 11Auto Show Bonus Cash from Kia Motors America, Inc., with purchase of a new MY12/13 Sorento, MY12/13 Optima and MY12 Optima Hybrid from participating Kia retailer; bonus may not be used in conjunction 
with any financing available through Kia Motors Finance (Hyundai Motor Finance in DC and MA) or AmeriCredit. Must take delivery from a participating Southern California Kia Retailer’s stock between 11/30/12 - 12/17/12. *The Kia 
10-year/100,000-mile warranty program includes various warranties and roadside assistance. Warranties include powertrain and basic. All warranties and roadside assistance are limited. See retailer for warranty details or go to kia.com.

$500 Auto Show Bonus on Optima and Sorento11

Visit your Southern California Kia Retailers or MySoCalKia.com

Optima 

Optima Limited Model Shown

“Highest Ranked Vehicle Appeal among Midsize 

Cars in a Tie” - J.D. Power and Associates2

Soul

Class-leading 164-HP Engine6

2012 IIHS Top Safety Pick for the 2013 Soul 

“Highest Ranked Compact Multi-
Purpose Vehicle in Initial Quality” 
- J.D. Power and Associates5 

i-
y”

Soul ! (exclaim) Model Shown

$199 a Month4

Optima LX 2.4L GDI A/T

39 Month Lease

$2,399 Due at Lease Signing

$179 a Month4

2013 Soul Base 1.6L GDI A/T

39 Month Lease

$1,999 Due at Lease Signing

NHTSA Five-Star Side-Impact Crash Rating7

Built in the U.S.A.†

274-HP GDI Turbo Engine3

2012 IIHS Top Safety Pick for the 2013 Optima 

Built in the U.S.A.†

2012 IIHS Top Safety Pick for the 2013 Sorento

Forte 

$169 a Month4

2013 Forte LX 4DR 2.0L A/T

39 Month Lease

$1,999 Due at Lease Signing

The Kia Forte not only redefines compact sedans, it sets

new standards in technology, power and space.

Sorento SX Model Shown Forte SX Model Shown

SHOW STOPPERS
FROM ONE OF THE FASTEST-GROWING AUTOMAKERS IN THE U.S.1

Sorento
Sorento SX Model Shown

Class-leading Passenger Volume10

Class-leading 173-HP Engine9

2012 IIHS Top Safety Pick for the 2013 Forte Sedan

276-HP V6 Engine8
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Aftermarket accessories are all about making a personal 
statement, customizing a beloved ride to reflect the driver’s 
taste and personality. It’s a process that can entail flashy 
paint and chrome, a sick megawatt sound system or a high-
performance sports package.

Or it can be as simple as tinted windows or a cool new decal.
It’s always fun to see how the 1% rolls, but the bread and 

butter of the aftermarket industry is the mainstream restyling 
market — stuff you might actually buy. 

“New car owners like to personalize their vehicle and make 
it their own,” said Peter MacGillivray, vice president of events 
and communications for the Specialty Equipment Market 
Assn. “[But] many vehicle owners are keeping their cars and 
trucks longer and often update the look with new seats or 
floor mats. It’s easy to see why there’s so much interest and 
activity in this market segment.”

It’s all front and center in Kentia Hall — often in a single 
extreme custom package.

Perfectly tuned
DUB Celebrity Car Showcase is back with a stellar lineup of 
tricked-out rides driven by actors, rockers and rappers, head-
lined by Snoop Dogg’s Monster Edition Cadillac.

A longtime Auto Show superstar, legendary Galpin Auto 
Sports — the fine folks behind MTV’s “Pimp My Ride” — 
serves up a flashy array of head-spinning custom projects 
that live up to GAS’s mantra: “Having no reason to do some-
thing is the best reason to do something.” 

Rocking a bold military vibe, Galpin rolls out a Ford Mus-

tang GT X-1 built for the Air Force, an imposing creation with 
a USAF flight stick and, yes, an ejector seat.

Spectacular reclamation projects include a 1968 Boss 351 
Trans Am Ranchero, a “junkyard dog” rescued from a scrap 
heap and transformed into a race track beauty.

A rugged 1966 Ford Bronco is fitted with super off-road sus-
pension to go with a 540-horsepower Ford 377-stroker engine 
and sweet Cobra Sport seats. And a Ford Focus RS packs a 
methanol injection system and 420 horsepower, with custom 
painted black wheels and black vinyl racing stripes.

One of the more inventive Galpin entries is a fully functional 
Ford Focus mobile recording studio created for Gimme the 
Gig II Focus Tour, an event that travels the country allowing 
musicians to compete for recording sessions with Grammy-
winning producer Don Was.

Al & Ed’s Autosound weighs in with its annual lineup of cus-
tom projects spanning nearly the length of a football field, front-
ed by a 2013 Subaru WRX sculpted from the ground up, rewired 
and refitted with custom rims, paint and so much more.

Other highlights include a restored 1966 Chevy Chevelle 
Malibu that looks fresh off the showroom floor. Inside is an 
Alpine video system, massive amps and subwoofers to go 
with two pairs of Focal Utopia speakers. A rarely seen 2012 
McClaren MP4-12C and Lamborghini Aventador get the full Al 
& Ed’s audio treatment, as well.

Make it personal
High-end tuners and performance specialists such as Specialty 
Car Craft, RTW Motoring and Platinum Motorsports are on 
hand with lines of premium accessories and exotic 
luxury and sports cars all modified and tuned to 
the max, from Bentley to Ferrari to Rolls Royce.

Proving that small is bigger than ever, Madness 
Autoworks is back with an expanded inventory of 
Smart and Fiat parts and accessories that show-
case the vast custom possibilities offered by the 
tiny Smart Fortwo and the sporty Fiat 500 — a 
couple of tuner cult favorites.

Signal Hill-based Madness Autoworks brings 
body kits, suicide doors and rims from scores of 
tuning icons including Brabus and Konigseder, 
along with premium audio systems and perfor-
mance packages.

One of the easiest and most cost-effective ways 
to upgrade any vehicle is with a flashy new set of 
wheels. Anaheim-based Wheel Warehouse holds 
court with a massive display of designs from high-

end manufacturers including DUB Wheels and Forgiato — 
everything from affordable alloy rims to diamond-encrusted 
spinners running five figures.

“The industry is filled with products that enhance the styl-
ing and appearance of cars, trucks and SUVs,” MacGillivray 
said. “It really is the foundation of what we consider to be 
fashion for the automotive industry.”

All the latest styles are on display in Kentia Hall through Dec. 9.

– BOB YOUNG
   Custom Publishing Writer

THESE CARS ARE 
TRICKED OUT, TUNED 
UP AND TURNED ON

A RESTORED 1966 CHEVY CHEVELLE  
MALIBU FROM AL & ED’S AUTOSOUND

The Cult of Customizing

AL & ED’S CUSTOM LAMBORGHINI AVENTADOR

A 1966 FORD BRONCO 
FROM GALPIN

The wild aftermarket exhibit in Kentia Hall is 
a perfect fit for the L.A. Auto Show. It’s a 
paradise for tuners and gearheads alike, 
set squarely in the epicenter of car cul-

ture. Packed with the most extreme custom pos-
sibilities — everything from high-tech entertain-
ment options to handcrafted chrome rims befit-
ting a rap star — the exhibits in Kentia Hall are 
among the show’s most popular attractions.

Having no reason
to do something is 
the best reason to 
do something.

— GALPIN AUTO SPORTS

NEW 2013
KIA OPTIMA LX LX

*Must show proof of ownership of Kia or non-Kia vehicle to receive bonus cash. **Must fi nance 
through Kia Motor America to receive bonus cash ***Must show proof of active duty in US armed 
services to receive bonus cash. †Must show proof of graduation within one year of graduation 
date to receive bonus cash.

WELCOME TO THE ALL NEW…TO THE ALL NEW…WELCOME TO THE ALL NEW…

YourYour

MASSIVE AUTO
SHOW SALE! 
THIS WEEK ONLY!

KIA OF CERRITOS
18201 Studebaker Rd. Cerritos, 90703

TEXT KIACERRITOS TO 48696
TO VIEW OUR ENTIRE NEW
& USED CAR INVENTORY

WWW.KIACERRITOS.COM

OPEN: Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 9 pm
Sun 11 am - 7 pm877-689-7887

30 AT THIS NET COST

NET NET 
COSTCOST

All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any fi nance charges and dealer document preparation 
charge and any emission charge. Financial restrictions apply. Expires close of business 12/9/12.
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SAVE
BIG!

Automatic

MSRP ................................................. $22,220
Kia Cerritos Discount ........................... $2,475
Sale Price ........................................... $19,745
Competative/Loyalty Bonus Cash ....... $1000*
KFA Bonus Cash .................................. $500**
Military Bonus Cash .......................... $500***
College Grad Bonus Cash ..................... $750†

$16,995

Catch Giant KiaCatch Giant Kia
Savings AllSavings All
Weekend!Weekend!
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At The Imperial Hwy ExitAnaheimMercedes.com

855-627-6663
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EXCELLENCE

Family Owned & Operated Since 1984

www.LONGBEACHMAZDA.com
3500 Cherry Ave. Long Beach 888.288.4203

OVERSTOCK OVERSTOCK 
SALES EVENTSALES EVENT
HERE NOW FORHERE NOW FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERYIMMEDIATE DELIVERY

SALESSALES
EVENT

LONG BEACHLONG BEACH
MAZDAMAZDA

NEW 2013

MAZDA CX 5s

35 MPG35 MPG
EPA HWYEPA HWY

TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAYTAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY
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* MSRP for a 2013 GL350 BlueTEC® 4MATIC® excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and dealer prep. Options, model availability and actual dealer price may vary. Standard 2013 GL550 4MATIC shown at $86,900 in Lunar Blue metallic paint. See dealer for details.
©2012 Authorized Mercedes-Benz Dealers For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

THE 2013 GL
STARTING AT 

62,400$

It’s a sight to see. Now showing the redesigned, 7-passenger 2013 Mercedes-Benz GL. With easily accessible  

3rd-row seating and safety technology like COLLISION PREVENTION ASSIST, which can provide adaptive  

braking to help avoid a potential impact, the 2013 GL is engineering brilliance. But it’s the redesigned,  

chrome-accented exterior and wood-trimmed interior that make it a true showstopper. MBUSA.com/GL
*

Every show has its headliner.
The GL is Motor Trend ’s 2013 Sport/Utility of the Year.®

See your Mercedes-Benz Dealers of Southern California.

Go to MBSOCAL.com for the location nearest you.

The mandate of this year’s annu-
al L.A. Auto Show Design Chal-
lenge is to envisage a 2025 
highway patrol car, equipped to 

operate in dense, electronically moni-
tored and controlled traffic. 

The entry from Mercedes-Benz Re-
search & Development North America 
is the Ener-G-Force SUV, which was 
designed at the company’s Advanced 
Design Studio in Carlsbad. Inspired by 
Mercedes’ current G-Class 4x4s, the  
Ener-G-Force is a very conceptual con-
cept (MBZ describes it as a “design 

study”), yet the simultaneously sensual 
and rugged-looking scale model offers 
insight into how designers view the fu-
ture of the automobile. The Ener-G-Force 
team prioritized environmental friendli-
ness, positioning this future ute as a 
zero-emissions fuel-cell electric vehicle 
(but remaining open to the possibil-
ity of its being developed as a plug-in 
electric or hybrid). And as tomorrow’s 
law enforcement officers will need to be 
able to go anywhere, anytime, the Ener-
G-Force also features rally lights, a roof 
rack and bumpers melded into its body.

Show Spotlight: 
Mercedes-Benz
Ener-G-Force

Show Spotlight: 
Volvo
S60 T5 AWD

Volvo’s All-Wheel Drive with In-
stant Traction is now available 
as a stand-alone $2,000 op-
tion on its amazingly afford-

able S60 T5 compact executive sedan 
(which starts at $31,900 for 2013). 
The T5 AWD’s sure-footedness in all 
road conditions is true to Volvo’s leg-
endary reputation for safety (the S60 
is an IIHS Top Safety Pick and includes 
Volvo’s world-first City Safety technol-
ogy, a driver support system aimed at 
preventing or mitigating collisions with 

a vehicle ahead at speeds of 31 mph 
or less). All of this peace-of-mind tech-
nology comes wrapped in a svelte four-
door coupe design that suggests mo-
tion even when at rest. 

The sportiness continues inside, with 
new sports seats with extra side sup-
ports as standard. Instruments and the 
center stack angled toward the driver 
create a rare sense of focus and con-
trol. Sexy, stylish and safe, the Volvo 
S60 T5 AWD is the family car you’ll be 
proud to parade past the neighbors.
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Headed to the L.A. Auto Show?

Bring the experts in your pocket —  
get the Cars.com auto show app today! 

Download our auto show app to get  
expert reviews, news, and live updates.

Now, with automakers back 
from the brink, fun is making 
a comeback. For proof, look 
no further than the L.A. Auto 
Show, where cars that are 
just plain fun are featured 
prominently. Among them 
are convertibles and themed 
one-offs, as well as 21st-
century revivals of some of 
the wheels that made driving 
such a pleasure in the ’50s, 
’60s and early ’70s.

“Fun is in,” said Jack 
Nerad, executive editorial 
director and executive market 
analyst for Kelley Blue Book’s  
KBB.com “The deep reces-
sion put a bit of a damper on 
fun car offerings, as consum-
ers concentrated on getting 
through it. But the auto market 
is so competitive that it was 
inevitable that manufacturers 
would once again offer fun-to-
drive, fun-to-own versions of 
many of their models.”

Volkswagen has given the 
New Beetle Convertible a 
total makeover for 2013 with 
a drop-top that can be low-
ered in a mere 10 seconds, 
stows neatly behind the rear 
seats and doesn’t obstruct 
rearward visibility. The breezy 

Bug top also has new safety 
features like an automatic 
rollover (roll bar) support sys-
tem and head-thorax airbags.

Not to be outpaced by one 
of its rivals in the hipster 
market, Mini is launching the 
Paceman in North America 
next year. The seventh model 
in the Mini family of small-
but-stylish autos, the Pace-
man is being positioned 
by the British brand as the 
world’s first “sports activity 
coupe” in the premium com-
pact segment.

Featuring two doors, a 
large tailgate and two indi-
vidual seats in the rear, the 
Paceman is both practical 
and powerful. Its go-cart-like 
performance derives from 
a brawny engine, six-speed 
manual or automatic gearbox, 
and sports suspension, plus 
the enhanced versatility of op-
tional four-wheel drive. As with 
all Minis, there’s also a wide 
selection of paint finishes and 
graphics that allow for greater 
individualization.

After a 27-year absence, 
Fiat broke back into the U.S. 
market in 2010 with the 
zippy little 500 — a modern 

homage to one of the Italian 
carmaker’s most beloved 
models from half a century 
ago. Making its debut at the 
L.A. Auto Show is the 500e, 
an electric version that Car 
and Driver magazine named 
as one of its “25 Cars Worth 
Waiting For” earlier this year.

Fiat said it’s too early to 
reveal the exact technical 

specifications. But the auto 
grapevine said the 500e 
will most likely feature a 
100-horsepower electric mo-
tor and lithium-ion batteries.

For the fun-loving driver 
with a little more dough 
in his or her pocket, the 
redesigned 2014 Porsche 
Cayman will also make its 
world debut at the 2012 
Auto Show. Although details 
are still sketchy, the new 
Cayman will be based on the 
2013 Boxster.

BMW has linked up with 
global ski equipment giant 
K2 to create the winter-
prepped BMW X1 Concept 
K2 Powder Ride that will 
appear at this year’s show. 
This limited-edition compact 
crossover SUV is branded 
with K2 snowboard graph-
ics and special “mountain 
party” features like a Harmon 
Kardon sound system and 

monster amps, as well as 
matching K2 skis and a roof 
luggage box.

Moving even further up the 
food chain, the Mercedes-
Benz SLS AMG Black Series 
is expected to make a splash 
at this year’s auto show. With 
racing-inspired design, the 
sleek machine can reach a top 
speed of 196 mph and sprint 
from zero to 60 in just 3.5 
seconds. Mercedes-AMG chair-
man Ola Källenius calls the 
new Black Series SLS “a per-
fect study in the 100% transfer 
of technology and engineering 
from motorsport to road.”

Channeling the beloved 
E-Types of long ago, Jaguar 
brings the 2013 F-Type con-
vertible to the auto show. 
“At the high end,” said John 
O’Dell, a senior editor at 
Edmunds.com, “there are 
people with money, and fun 
exotics like the Jaguar F-Type 

help persuade some of them 
to part with some of what 
they’ve saved up.”

Much like its chic, road-hug-
ging predecessors, the F-Type 
is a love-at-first-sight type of 
car. Featuring active differen-
tial and advanced, dynamic 
engineering, the $80,000 con-
vertible is capable of 186 mph 
and zero to 60 in 4.3 seconds.

“Tough times usually make 
people long for fun things 
and automakers understand 
this,” O’Dell said. “We’ve 
been in a terrible recession 
and are in a snail’s-pace 
recovery, so offering a ‘fun’ 
vehicle — especially if not 
overpriced — can help boost 
consumer interest, increase 
a manufacturer’s sales and 
perhaps bring in an audience 
it didn’t have before.”

– JOE YOGERST
   Custom Publishing Writer

AUTOMAKERS EMERGE FROM THE 
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN WITH A 
SPATE OF FUN-TO-DRIVE RIDES 

FIAT WILL BRING AN ELECTRIC  
VERSION OF ITS 500 (PICTURED)  
TO THIS YEAR’S SHOW

The Return of Fun

There was a time not long ago when cars were all about having fun. They 
were designed to look hip, engineered to handle well and drive fast, and 
destined to become cultural icons. Then came the economic downturn, 
when practicality, utility and affordability were all the rage.

Show Spotlight: 
KIA Forte

Due in dealerships early 
next year, the all-new 
2014 Kia Forte is mak-
ing its world debut at the 

L.A. Auto Show. 
New technologies aboard this 

sleek compact sedan include the 
South Korean company’s vaunted 
new UVO infotainment system, park 
assistance and LED headlights. 
It’s a little longer, wider and lower 

than the outgoing Forte, with an ex-
tended wheelbase that allows for 
improved interior roominess. 

Power for the U.S. version is ex-
pected to come from the same 
1.8-liter engine used in the current 
Hyundai Elantra (Kia is part-owned 
by Hyundai). Kia, which has enjoyed 
consistent growth in its American 
sales over the past two years, will fol-
low the new Forte with seven more 

new or refreshed models in 2013, 
including a “significantly refreshed” 
Sorento crossover and a rumored 
new-generation Soul compact. 

Though pricing for the 2014 
Forte had not been announced at 
the time of writing, it looks like 
this stunning, well-equipped and 
comfortable ride will cost well 
under $20,000 (the 2013 Forte 
starts at $16,175).

JAGUAR F-TYPE CONVERTIBLE

CAPTION TKTK
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The Los Angeles Convention Center, 1201 S. Figueroa, is located 
at the junction of the Santa Monica (10) and Harbor (110) freeways.

The Chevy Malibu Eco is 
aimed squarely at shop-
pers who crave fuel ef-
fi ciency but don’t want to 

shell out the extra cash for a hybrid.
The midsize Malibu Eco starts 

at $25,335 and achieves a 
GM-estimated 25/37 mpg city/
highway from its direct-injected 
Ecotec 2.4-liter four-cylinder 
engine married to a six-speed 
automatic transmission. It’s the 
fi rst Chevrolet with fuel-saving 
eAssist technology, which 
provides fuel cut-off at idle and 
uses the Malibu’s momentum to 
recharge its lithium-ion battery. 
The battery delivers a needed 
electrical boost in various driving 
scenarios, thus optimizing engine 
and transmission operation. 

Sound-reducing and sound-
absorbing components help make 
the Eco the quietest Chevrolet in 
history — all the better to enjoy 
its all-new MyLink infotainment 
system. And the Malibu Eco is 
pretty as well as practical, with a 
sporty coupe-like silhouette and 
design DNA from the legendary 
Camaro. This best-of-all-worlds car 
is, appropriately, Chevrolet’s fi rst 
global midsize sedan, with sales 
planned for nearly 100 countries.

Show Spotlight:
Chevrolet 
Malibu Eco
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